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Board of Directors 
 

Nora Carrillo-President 
Patti Bruno-Vice President 
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Carole Weishaar-Treasurer 
Genevieve Loew- Volunteer Coordinator 
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Vicki Riley   
Robert Caccamo      
Paulette Schutes 
Dorsha Hale 
Connie Hennigh 
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Medical Advisory 
 
Edgar Hernandez, MD  Khang, Thai, MD 
John Molina, MD   Kathleen Dowler, R N 
Eric Olyejar, MD   Anita Alaniz NP 
Robin Obenchain, MD 

 

2007 Luncheon Committee 
 

Patti Bruno – Co-Chair 
Lynn Fisher – Co-Chair 

Jane Breitenfeld    
Genevieve Loew   Jerry Crane 
Mary Ellen Crane   Sharon Pittard 
Paulette Schutes   Carole Weishaar 
Selma Halleck   Paula Wirth 
 

 
Program 

 
Welcome……………………………..Mayor Boyd Dunn 

          City of Chandler 
 
Emcee ……………………………… Nicole Crites 
     CBS 5 
 
Special Music…………………….. Laura Fial 

     
 
Keynote Speaker…………………. Edgar Hernandez, MD 
“Current Method for Treating Breast Cancer” 
 
Oncology Perspective………..…...Eric Olyejar, MD 
 “Mammosite Brachytherapy Treatment” 
 
Mammography……………………..Denise Hooper, MD 
 
 
Overview of Desert Cancer Foundation                    

Nora Carrillo, President  
 
Linda Rainford Award Presentation 

Jane Breitenfeld    
     
Special Music………………………Laura Fial 
 
 
Cancer Survivor Speaker………..Gary Cruz-CBS- 5 
 
 
Recognition of Sponsors, Speakers 

Nicole Crites 
Patti Bruno 

    
Closing Remarks …………………Paula Wirth,  
                Immediate Past President 



 

                                A Sincere Thank You  
 

STEENA MURRAY 
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Medical Advisors 
 
Edgar H. Hernandez M.D., F.I.C.S., F.A.C.S. 
 
In private practice since June of 1983, Dr. Hernandez has focused 
in the past few years on breast cancer.  With the new treatment 
modalities available to patients at this time, it has been 
challenging and exciting to participate in the diagnosis, surgery 
and treatment of breast cancer patients.  Of particular interest has 
been the MammonSite 5-day targeted radiation therapy. 

Doctor Hernandez is also well known for his humanitarian efforts 
with his Reach Mexico organization which provides medical 
equipment and services to the poor in the country. 

He is past Chief of Staff, Vice Chief of Staff and Chief of Surgery at 
Chandler Regional Hospital and has served as a preceptor for 
Midwestern University and Kirksville College for several years. 

Dr. Hernandez has served as Chief Medical Advisor for the Desert 
Cancer Foundation for the past several years.  He is the major 
sponsor of today’s luncheon.   

Eric Olyejar, MD 
 
Dr. Olyejar is Board Certified in Radiation Oncology and joined 
ICRC in 2006. He graduated summa cum laude with a B.S. in 
analytical chemistry from the University of Northern Colorado, and 
then received his M.D. with honors, from the University of 
Colorado. Dr. Olyejar completed specialty training in Charleston, 
SC at the Medical University of South Carolina, where he served as 
chief resident for 2 years.  
 
Dr. Olyejar specializes in the treatment of cancer of the breast, 
prostate, and head and neck. He is experienced and has special 
training and interest in brachytherapy for all sites including breast 
(MammoSite and Multiplanar techniques), prostate (Seeds and 
HDR), head and neck, gynecologic, esophagus, skin and lung. Dr. 
Olyejar was recently featured on national television for his unique 
breast brachytherapy technique. 
 
 

 

Nicole Crites, Guest Emcee 
Morning and Afternoon News Anchor, CBS 5 

Nicole Crites co-anchors the CBS Morning News with Mike
Chamberlin weekdays from 4:30-7:00 am.
 
Award winning and Emmy nominated for her breaking news
and   feature reports, Nicole joined KPHO as a general
assignment reporter in December 2004. A Tucson native, she
returns  to  Arizona from anchoring mornings and reporting
for KREM, the CBS affiliate in Spokane, Washington.
 
She's worked the big stories, from the verdict to  bankrupt
the Aryan Nations, to the Deaths of 4 forest service  fire- 
fighters in Washington's 30 Mile Fire and live reports from
Manhatten after 9/11.
 
When she's not working, Nicole spends ger time  exploring
the valley with her husband, redaing, running and quilting. 
She comes from a family of 6 kids and has a Rottweiler
that  looks more like a horse than a dog.  Nicole has a
passion for storytelling and loves meeting new people every 
day. She believes everyone has a story.
 
 
  

 
Gary Cruz:  Weekend Sports Anchor, CBS 5 
 
CBS 5 News sports anchor Gary Cruz began his anchoring career 
in 1974 at KUSA-TV in Denver and was a sports anchor in Los 
Angeles for nine years. Gary is also known for his radio work as 
sports talk host at XTRA in Los Angeles and hosts his own show, 
the Positive Side of Sports, on ESPN Radio 860, KMVP. He was 
also a color commentator for the Denver Broncos pre-season 
football as well as the Denver Gold of the USFL. While in Denver, 
Gary hosted the John Elway Show on KMGH-TV, and in Los 
Angeles was the host of the Lakers pre-game show on KCAL-TV.  

During his career, Gary has won 2 Emmys for his sports reporting 
and show hosting as well as an IRIS Award for documentary work. 
He's also been honored by the Associated Press for reporting, 
commentary and anchoring. Since moving to the valley, Gary has 
joined the board of the Arizona Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Gary is 
married and has a college-aged son.  

 



Laura Fial 
 
Singing and classically trained since the age of 6, Laura is now a 
seasoned 20+ year professional vocalist and entertainer in Phoenix, 
Arizona. Her project work and vocals gained national recognition 
with a recent Grammy nomination in 2004 for her work on "Soul 
Survivors Flight for Lifers". 
 
Extremely active in the local communities, Laura has been 
nominated for, and been presented awards to include: Community 
Hero's of Scottsdale, Voices Against Cancer, Spirit of Women, and 
the Hello Tomorrow Fund for Women. 
 
Her weekly local performance venues include The Wine List, 
Piccazzo's, and Eddie V's Restaurant. She is always available as a 
vocalist and entertainment resource specializing in 2-5 piece 
ensembles, jazz, and contemporary performances for private, 
corporate, and fundraising events. 
 

Linda Rainford Award 
 
The Desert Cancer Foundation of Arizona Linda Rainford Award 
recognizes the recipient whom has contributed to the betterment 
of cancer education, prevention and treatment. 
 
Linda Rainford was a retired Kindergarten teacher, a dynamic 
women who was involved in  her community and the arts. 
 
Linda fought a very courageous battle against cancer.  She won 
the battle in that she never gave in and the cancer never took her 
love of life, family, friends or her sense of humor.  She never gave 
up hope. 
 
Linda passed away in 2002 after a six year battle with stage four 
ovarian cancer. 
 
The Foundation dedicated this award to Linda because of her 
courage to confront an ominous disease and her tenacious belief 
in living life to the fullest. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THANK YOU 

HEALTH PARTNERS 
 

American Cancer Society 
Banner Desert Medical Center 

Barbara’s Mastectomy Boutique 
Creative Literacy 

Cancer Center at Chandler Regional Medical Center 
Fittings by Nickie 

Gee Wigz 
Hospice of the Valley 

The Wellness Community 
Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center 

Maricopa Integrated Health System 
Native Health 
PRN Medical 

Susan G. Komen Foundation 
Singleton Moms 

Desert Cancer Foundation of Arizona 
 
 

Door Prizes 
 

Patti Bruno          Lynn Fisher       
Sharon Pittard           Cheese Cake Factory 
Donna Wallace       Mary Johnson – Parisio       

 Suzanne Denton – Z Tejas 
Jill John – Parasio 

Crowne Plaza San Marcos Golf Resort 
Barbara Peacock 

Chandler Center for the Arts 
Jessica Wood “N” Dolls 
Jim Wirth – Inn Suites 

Poco Loco – Gift Shop of Maricopa 
Paula Wirth – Spartan International 

Sue Bickerdyke Interiors 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friends of the Foundation 

 
Phill Westbrooks                               Flora Velastquie                           
Paula Floth                         Diane Ortiz Parsons 
Olga Lucia Bocanegra                       Marlene Zuniga 
Viviana Isabel Zuniga                        Joylet Zuniga 
Dana Porter Burnett                         Lxtchell Ledesma 
Aida Reyes                                        Amida Del los Rios 
Alba Lopez Rivas                               Marisa Hernandez 
Nancy Sherida                                  Steve Bjornstad                            
Irene Jones Coatta                            Mary Ellen Crane                         
Margaret Whittaker                           Dianne Mensch                    
Jana Greene                                      Lin Schmelzer 
Jerry Crane                                       Paul Maryniak                          
Sarah Velez                                       Rite Winter 
Laura Rivers                                      Judy Neumann 
Beth Debold                                      Elsa P. Martori 
Billie Nieto                                         Elizabeth Badalamenti, RN          
Leticia Zuniga                                   Alicia Nieto Jacobs 
Vicki Avaritt                                      Laura Denton 
Leslie Keith                                   Hilde Cuevas 
Donna DeVoe                                    Leslie Argueta-Vogel 
Melissa Delgado                                M. Teresa Ewell 
Juanita Francis                                Rose Guetierrez 
Sandy Hamer                                    Sandra Luz Navarro 
Melanie Panzella                               Vivian Green 
Lynnette Hardman                            Rosslyn Carrier 
Marty Breeden                                   Selma Halleck 
Laurie Weekly 
 
 
 

SPECIAL THANKS 
       Rakhman Jewelers,  Rainford Award  

Prestige Printing, Programs 
Serrano’s Mexican Restaurants, Dinner Certificates 
Tom Eglin Photographic Productions, Photography 

Tom McCay, Music 
Lynn Fisher, Raffle 
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